The Reformation

Luther set Germany in a turmoil, but Francis Drake soothed
her again: he gave us the potato.

HEINRICH HEINE (Literary Remains, 1869)

Here and there one can see, with alarming distinctness, the
farce enacted by fortune; how in a few days, in one place,
in accordance with the circumstances and opinions of a
single person, she will set up the tight-rope on which she
intends the next few centuries to dance. So it was with the
destinies of our modern German history during the days of
that disputation at Regensburg; the peaceful settlement of
ecclesiastical and moral problems seemed accomplished,
without a war of religion, without a counter-reformation,
and the unity of the German nation assured; the mild and
profound wisdom of Cardinal Contarini hovered for a
moment victoriously above the theological squabblings, as
the representative of the riper Italian piety, which reflected
the rosy dawn of intellectual liberty. But Luther's bony head,
full of suspicions and superstitious fears, rebelled: because
justification by grace seemed to him his greatest discovery
and watchword, he would not believe this proposition on
the lips of the Italians; while the latter, as we know, had
originated it much earlier, and in perfect tranquillity had
spread it throughout Italy. Luther saw in this apparent
agreement the wiles of the devil, and did his utmost to
hinder the cause of peace: whereby he did much to forward
the intentions of the enemies of the Empire.

^FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1878

The immoral doctrine of passive obedience sucked the
marrow from the will of the Lutherans.

HEINRICH VON TREITSCHE,   18 86

(As a result of the Lutheran Reformation) the nation relapsed
into theological squabbles and the coarse debauchery of an
idle peace.                        HEINRICH VON TREITSCH&E, 1896
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